Animal Allies AWARD CEREMONY PROCEDURE

Emcee: 
Coaches, mentors, and kids dedicate at least eight weeks, fifty hours or more, to embracing science and technology as accessible, fun, and rewarding.  This dedicated experience makes a difference in communities, schools, families, and individuals.  Team members learn and share, astounding those around them with new information, distinct ideas, and revelations as to how they can contribute to the world.  

As FLL veterans, team members can intelligently and enthusiastically discuss concepts that many other people find difficult and intimidating.  They also know how to share and develop ideas as part of a small, hardworking, closely knit team.  The process that got you to this point defines you as a winner and that is why all team members have received a FLL medallion.  Let’s give everybody some well-deserved applause. (APPLAUSE)
In addition to the FLL Medallions, there are official FLL core award trophies distributed at FLL Tournaments and this year those awards are organized into four categories.  The categories are Special Recognition Awards, Robot Awards, Project Awards, and Core Values Awards. 
As the following awards are presented the entire team should come forward to be recognized.
Emcee:
The first award is in the category of Special Recognition Awards and will be presented by your Tournament Director, Professor Kris Craven.
Kris:
The phenomenal success of the FIRST LEGO League program is a refection of commitment and enthusiasm displayed by our volunteers.  FIRST has established an annual Volunteer Award intended to honor the dedication of one or more volunteers in each region whose assistance and devotion has helped to change the lives of children for the future.  
For demonstrating the true Tennessee Volunteer spirit by assisting as __________________________________________________________, and

_______________________________________________________________it’s with great pleasure and appreciation we recognize:

                                                                                           (APPLAUSE).

Emcee: 
The next awards will be presented by the judges for Robot Design awards.

_____________:
The Mechanical Design Award recognizes a team that designs and develops a mechanically sound robot that is durable, efficient and highly capable of performing challenge missions. To assess durability and efficiency, the judges interview the teams and learn how structural integrity is achieved with the fewest number parts.   They also look for a robot that has the appropriate speed, strength and accuracy for intended tasks.

For ________________________________________________the winners of the 3rd Place Award for Mechanical Design are:

Team_______________________________________________________ (APPLAUSE).


For ________________________________________________the winners of the 2nd Place Award for Mechanical Design are:

Team ______________________________________________________ (APPLAUSE).


For ________________________________________________ the winners of the 1st Place Award for Mechanical Design are:

Team ______________________________________________________ (APPLAUSE).
DJ:
 plays The Stargate Theme Song. Fade volume down when team finishes receiving their award.
_____________:
The Programming Award recognizes a team that utilizes outstanding programming principles, including clear, concise and reusable code that allows their robot to perform challenge missions autonomously and consistently.  To assess programming, the judges interview the teams to learn what solid principles and best practices they used to reduce performance variability and errors, with preference to robots that demonstrate automation and navigation and best “back it up” throughout the matches. 
For ________________________________________________the winners of the 3rd Place Award for Programming  are:

Team_______________________________________________________ (APPLAUSE).


For ________________________________________________the winners of the 2nd Place Award for Programming  are:

Team ______________________________________________________ (APPLAUSE).


For ________________________________________________ the winners of the 1st Place Award for Programming  are:

Team ______________________________________________________ (APPLAUSE).
DJ:
 plays The Stargate Theme Song. Fade volume down when team finishes receiving their award.
______________:
The Strategy & Innovation Award, recognizes a team that uses solid engineering practices and a well‐developed strategy to design and build an innovative, high performing robot.  To assess this award judges interview the teams and learn about their design improvement process, mission strategy, and new, unique or unexpected robot features.  The judges watch the robots work and look for things that make them say “Wow!”

For ________________________________________________ the winners of the 3rd Place Award for Strategy & Innovation are:

Team_______________________________________________________ (APPLAUSE).


For ________________________________________________ the winners of the 2nd Place Award for Strategy & Innovation are:

Team ______________________________________________________ (APPLAUSE).


For ________________________________________________ the winners of the 1st Place Award for Strategy & Innovation are:

Team ______________________________________________________ (APPLAUSE).

DJ:
 plays The Stargate Theme Song. Fade volume down when team finishes receiving their award.
Emcee: 
The next awards are the Robot Performance Awards and these awards will be presented by your referees:  

Jessica: 
The Robot Performance Award recognizes a team that scores the most points during the Robot Game. Teams have a chance to compete in at least three 2.5 minute matches and their highest score counts. These awards are based on the highest single round score that each team attained today on the robot game. In case of a tie, the second and third highest scores are considered.

For achieving the 3rd highest point total of _______________, the 3rd Place Robot Performance Award goes to team:

______________________________________________________________ (APPLAUSE).


When is a prediction something you can bank on?  Since we know it’s not a tip from the stock market, the answer to that question might just be our Robot Performance Award team in second place.  When you hear, “We’ll be back and ready for you next year,” you know this team will be one to watch at next year’s tournament.  We predict that such a team will be hungry for that number one spot next season.
For achieving the 2nd highest point total of ______________, the 2nd Place Robot Performance Award goes to team:

______________________________________________________________ (APPLAUSE).


Sometimes we measure success by a number only, but in this case, number one represents hours of strategizing and utilizing and improving young team members’ mechanical and programming expertise.  This award goes to the team whose overall package of robot design, programming, strategy, and teamwork helped it to achieve the competition goal of acquiring more points than any other team.
For achieving the highest point total of _________________ in this year’s robot game, the 1st Place Robot Performance Award goes to team:

_____________________________________________________________ (APPLAUSE).

 DJ-
 plays The Imperial March. Fade volume down when team finishes receiving their award.

Emcee:
The next awards will be presented by the judges for the Project Awards:

____________:
The Research Award recognizes a team that utilizes diverse resources to formulate an in‐depth and comprehensive understanding of the problem they have identified. Your conclusions and solutions are the result of working hard to truly understand the magnitude of a problem through research and hands-on learning experiences and the ramifications of ideas, both good and not so good.

For ________________________________________________ the winners of the 3rd Place Research Award are:
Team________________________________________________________ (APPLAUSE).


For ________________________________________________ the winners of the 2nd Place Research Award are:
Team ________________________________________________________ (APPLAUSE).


For ________________________________________________the winners of 


 1st Place Research Award are:
Team ________________________________________________________ APPLAUSE).
DJ:
 plays The Next Generation Theme Song. Fade volume down when team finishes receiving their award.

____________:
The Innovative Solution Award recognizes a team’s solution that is exceptionally well‐considered and creative, with good potential to solve the problem researched. During your project research interaction, you used your teamwork abilities and talents to put together information, create a solution, and help others understand how your ideas could work.  

For ________________________________________________ the winners of the 3rd Place Innovative Solution Award are:
Team________________________________________________________ (APPLAUSE).


For ________________________________________________ the winners of the 2nd Place Innovative Solution Award are:
Team ________________________________________________________ (APPLAUSE).


For ________________________________________________the winners of 


 1st Place Innovative Solution Award are:
Team ________________________________________________________ APPLAUSE).
DJ:
 plays The Next Generation Theme Song. Fade volume down when team finishes receiving their award.

____________:
The Presentation Award recognizes a team that effectively communicates the problem they have identified and their proposed solution to both the judges and other potential supporters. The purpose of the FLL project presentation is to show that individuals can make a difference by researching a problem, then contributing ideas and solutions to real-world issues.

For ________________________________________________ the winners of the 3rd Place Presentation Award are:
Team________________________________________________________ (APPLAUSE).


For ________________________________________________ the winners of the 2nd Place Presentation Award are:
Team ________________________________________________________ (APPLAUSE).


For ________________________________________________the winners of 

 1st Place Presentation Award are:
Team ________________________________________________________ APPLAUSE).
DJ:
 plays The Next Generation Theme Song. Fade volume down when team finishes receiving their award.

Emcee:
The next awards will be presented by the judges for the Core Values Awards.

___________:
The Inspiration Award celebrates a team that is empowered by their FLL experience and displays extraordinary enthusiasm and spirit. To assess a team’s inspiration, judges evaluate a team’s balanced emphasis on all aspects of FLL.  Inspired teams also have fun enthusiastically demonstrating their team identity and applying FLL skills and values outside of their FLL experiences. 


For ________________________________________________the winners of the 3rd Place Inspiration Award are:
Team_________________________________________________________ (APPLAUSE).


For ________________________________________________the winners of the 2nd Place Inspiration Award are:
Team_________________________________________________________ (APPLAUSE).


For ________________________________________________, the winners of the 1st Place Inspiration Award are:
Team_________________________________________________________ (APPLAUSE).
DJ:
 plays The Superman Theme Song. Fade volume down when team finishes receiving their award.
___________:
The Teamwork Award recognizes a team that is able to accomplish more together than they could as individuals through shared goals, strong communication, effective problem solving and excellent time management.  To assess teamwork, judges interview a team to learn how a team solves problems effectively, efficiently, and with the appropriate balance of responsibility and coach guidance.


For ________________________________________________the winners of the 3rd Place Teamwork Award are:
Team_________________________________________________________ (APPLAUSE).


For ________________________________________________the winners of the 2nd Place Teamwork Award are:
Team_________________________________________________________ (APPLAUSE).


For ________________________________________________, the winners of the 1st Place Teamwork Award are:
Team_________________________________________________________ (APPLAUSE).
DJ:
 plays The Superman Theme Song. Fade volume down when team finishes receiving their award.
___________:
The Gracious Professionalism™ Award recognizes a team whose members show each other and other teams respect at all times. They recognize that both friendly competition and mutual gain are possible, on and off the playing field.  To assess Gracious Professionalism, judges interview a team to learn how a team considers and appreciates contributions of all team members by acting and speaking with integrity so others feel valued- especially when solving problems or resolving conflicts.  Judges also look for teams that compete in the spirit of friendly competition and cooperation; a term FIRST calls Coopertition™. 

For ________________________________________________the winners of the 3rd Place Gracious Professionalism Award are:
Team_________________________________________________________ (APPLAUSE).


For ________________________________________________the winners of the 2nd Place Gracious Professionalism Award are:
Team_________________________________________________________ (APPLAUSE).


For ________________________________________________, the winners of the 1st Place Gracious Professionalism Award are:
Team_________________________________________________________ (APPLAUSE).
DJ:
 plays The Superman Theme Song. Fade volume down when team finishes receiving their award.
(Emcee):
The next and final awards will be presented by your Tournament Director, Professor Kris Craven and Assistant Director, Mrs. Paula Suchomski
Paula: 
Teams win other awards for being the best in a particular award category.  These next most prestigious awards go to the teams who, in the big picture, are the strongest in all of the categories combined.  The Champion’s Award winner is the total package---- the embodiment of the FIRST LEGO League vision.  The Champion’s Award encompasses five key elements of the Technical and Team Performance Awards; Robot Design, Robot Performance, Project Presentation and Teamwork.  In addition, the Champion’s Award honors the team’s understanding and practice of the true meaning of FIRST and FLL.
The FLL experience is more than building robots or attending tournaments.  The FLL experience begins with the robot, but most importantly, it is defined by how the children unite to form a team.  The program impacts each of them as individuals and as team members.    And so…….

The winners of the 3rd Place Champion’s Award are:

Team __________________________________________________________(APPLAUSE).
The winners of the 2nd Place Champion’s Award are:

Team __________________________________________________________ (APPLAUSE).
The Champion’s Award celebrates the ultimate success of the FIRST mission and FLL Values.  It measures how the children inspire and motivate others about the accessibility, excitement and wonders of science, technology, and engineering while demonstrating respect, encouragement, and continued gracious professionalism.  The winning team is given the honor of serving as a valued role model for FIRST and representing Tennessee at the 2016 World Festival in St Louis Missouri on April 27-30, 2016.

This year our state tournament trophy is named the ORAU Champion's Award Trophy.  As a consortium of major Ph.D.–granting academic institutions, Oak Ridge Associated Universities cultivates collaborative partnerships that enhance the scientific research and education enterprise of our nation.  ORAU places great emphasis on building partnerships for innovation and we appreciate their partnership and generosity as this year’s sponsor for a $1000 stipend to attend the FLL Razorback Invitational at the University of Arkansas.  Please give some FIRST class applause to the Oak Ridge Associated Universities.  (APPLAUSE).
The winners of this year’s Champion’s Award for the East Tennessee State Championship are:

Team ______________________________________________________(APPLAUSE).
DJ-
 plays The Rocky Theme Song. Fade volume down when team finishes receiving their award.
Kris- 
Now for some final Announcements

If you provided materials to a judge, don’t forget to pick up your materials from the information table.
· Thank Emcee for being a terrific emcee.

· Mention that Challenge sets may be picked up immediately after we finish.

· All tournament results will be posted on the publicly accessible web site.
Projectionist- Project the 2016 Teaser on the screen

Kris- 
Get ready.  Get set.  Roar!  Or you could bark, quack, or squeak, because the 2016 ANIMAL ALLIES season is all about our furry, feathered, and finned friends.  In the 2016 FIRST LEGO League Challenge, more than 28,000 teams of students age 9 to 14 will look into the eyes of our ANIMAL ALLIES.  What might become possible when we learn to help each other?
Registration opens in May so register early and spread the word.  Drive careful and we’ll see you all next year.
DJ-
plays Where My Heart will Take Me. 
