OPENING CEREMONY
MC:  
Please stand for The National Anthem.
AV:
play National Anthem and flag video
MC:
Please welcome Professor Kris Craven-- your Tennessee FIRST Lego League Tournament Director.
Kris:
 Introduces TTU Speaker  _______________________________
TTU: 
Comments and Welcome to Tennessee Tech- ________________________
Kris:
Charles Spencer (TVA Program Manager supporting STEM and robotics programs across the TN Valley Region.


Comments by Charles Spencer  

Kris:
Good morning and welcome to the official East Tennessee FIRST LEGO League State Championship; co-sponsored by Tennessee Tech, UT-Battelle, Oak Ridge Associated Universities, and the Tennessee Valley Authority.

FIRST LEGO League is one of four FIRST programs.  FIRST is a non-profit organization with a mission to get kids excited about science and technology. FIRST and the LEGO Group partnered to create this program in 1998.  FIRST® LEGO® League, or “FLL,” started that year with 200 teams.  This year FIRST anticipates having more than 233,000 kids in 80 countries participate in FIRST LEGO League around the world!   After FIRST LEGO League we hope you will participate in FIRST Tech Challenge or the FIRST Robotics Competition.
Now I would like to introduce our Assistant Tournament Director, Mrs. Paula Suchomski, who will give you some announcements before we introduce our emcee.
AV: 
show Animal Allies slide on screen

Paula: 
In addition to having FLL teams here for our Championship, later today at 2pm we will have several Jr.FLL teams in the downstairs dance studio showcasing and celebrating their team’s accomplishments for the WASTE WISE Challenge.  Spectators are welcome to join their celebration. 
A Jr.FLL team consists of up to six members, ages 6 to 9, and at least one adult coach or mentor.   Although some teams may arrive later today, will any Jr.FLL teams that might be in the bleachers please stand up so we can recognize and welcome you to our event?  (Applause) 
AV: 
show Facility map on screen
Now for essential information we all need to stay safe and have a fun time.
· Program announcements or changes- 
· No Smoking anywhere inside the building

· Exits are clearly marked

· Lavatories are located in the south corners of the building
· Lost and Found/Information Table is in the front foyer
· Tournament Signs are placed in the building to help guide you.
· Project Presentations 2nd Floor Matthews/Daniel (one way foot traffic)  
· Core Values Interviews in Bartoo Hall 1st and 3rd floors
· We have things for Sale
· 12 Challenge Sets for sale $60 each Cash and Carry –see Kris Craven during the tournament if you are interested.
· There are also challenge sets from previous years available for purchase.  Paula ask Kris about where these are going to be sold.
· Any materials provided to the judges will be placed in a box after their review. The box will be placed on the Lost/Found information table.  If you want your materials you must retrieve them from the box.

· Tournament Etiquette

· FIRST has adopted a global standard for core awards and judging procedures used at state championship events like ours.  Because of this, we want to give our judges the best environment to interview and evaluate the teams.  To avoid crowd congestion and assure adequate judging condition, only team members and coaches are allowed in the Project Presentation rooms this year.  Quiet and respectful spectators are welcome at all other judging activities.

· No Flash Photography during actual Challenge Performances.
· We are here to celebrate our successes, let’s celebrate together.

…. And now Prof. Kris  Craven, your Tournament Director, will introduce our emcee.

Introduction of Master of Ceremonies

Kris-  
This year we have two emcees.
Our first emcee is currently a full-time math and science teacher in Nashville. Prior to that, she worked as a manufacturing engineer with ThyssenKrupp elevator in Middleton, Tennessee.  She is originally from Humboldt, Tennessee, and graduated from Tennessee Tech with a B.S. degree in Industrial Engineering.  She has been active in theater since high school and was a member of the Tech Players while attending Tennessee Tech.  She has served as our Championship Tournament emcee for many years.
Our second emcee is a junior in honors mechanical engineering at the University of Tennessee -- Knoxville, and a FIRST alumni from FRC team 3824.  He was safety captain for his team, and unofficially their loudest supporter. He has been an emcee for several FLL and FRC events, as well as local robotics/STEM festivals. He is very excited to be a volunteer for this year's challenge.

 

Please welcome, your Masters of Ceremony, Anna Harris and Patrick Jung.  (Applause)

Introduction of Judges
Anna- 
FIRST LEGO League teams prepared for this tournament by working on a research Project, the Robot Game, and developing their Core Values with teamwork. Each year, FLL has a different real-world theme. This year in the TRASH TREK challenge, each team identified a problem with the way we make or handle trash, created an innovative solution to that problem, and shared their solution with others.  In the Robot Game, teams can earn points in a 2.5-minute match.  Let’s take a minute to see this year’s missions.
AV:
Play the “TRASH TREK Robot Game Spectator Video
  
Our tournament today offers teams the opportunity to showcase their inventions in a competitive, yet friendly environment.  The teams also participate in presentations and question-and-answer periods with a distinguished panel judges.
The judges for this year’s tournament are:  
David Nuttall- 
a Quality Engineer at Energizer Personal Care in Knoxville
Brian Coate-
the Electric Department Manager for the Tullahoma Utilities Board.
Jonathan Nall-
a Senior Process Engineer at Energizer Personal Care in Knoxville.
Erik Rutledge-
a student studying Computer Engineering at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville.

Dr. Josh Peterson -
a research staff member with the Reactor and Nuclear Systems Division at Oak Ridge National Laboratory. 

Lisa Buckner-
a 3rd grade teacher and STEM Coach at Linden Elementary School in Oak Ridge.

Amanda Burnette-
an Elementary School Teacher at Freedom Christian Academy in Knoxville.

Darryl Long-
a high school math teacher at The Villages School in Louisville, TN
Dr. Rachel McCord-
a Lecturer in the Engineering Fundamentals Division at the University of Tennessee at Knoxville.  Dr. McCord has also been a judge and emcee for several years at FLL tournaments in Virginia. 
______________-
_________________________________________________


_________________________________________________
Sydney Buckner-
a passionate advocate for STEM education, she has served as program manager of the ORHS FIRST Robotics team and continues to stay involved as an alumnus of FIRST.

Bob Piras-
a math teacher at Highland Rim Academy in Cookeville. He co-coached a FIRST Lego League team in Maryland in 2003 that won the state championship.

Reed Wittman-
a Ph.D. student at the University of Tennessee Knoxville, studying Energy Science and Engineering.  He has participated in FLL Events since 2001, starting as a competitor in Minnesota.

Eric Manneschmidt-
a technician in the Nuclear Materials Science and Technology Group at Oak Ridge National Laboratory.
Amy Fricks-
a student studying Mechanical Engineering at Tennessee Technological University.  She is the TTU chapter president of the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating, and Air-Conditioning Engineers, and a service chair for the Tennessee Gamma chapter of Tau Beta Pi, an engineering honor society.
Joshua East-
a Senior Mechanical Engineering student at Tennessee Technological University.
______________-
_________________________________________________


_________________________________________________

______________-
_________________________________________________


_________________________________________________

Patricia Oldham-
is the Director of Community Outreach and Economic Development for East Tennessee State University’s Center for Community Outreach and Applied Research and the Executive Director of the Joint Economic Development Board of Unicoi County.


______________-
__________________________________________________


__________________________________________________

Dan Cairlette-
works at Oak Ridge National Laboratory as a solutions architect. He has worked on several large scientific construction projects.
Barry Floyd-
is a retired Navy Chief Petty Officer with 24 years of service who has been with the Red Cross for 1 1/2 years as part of Disaster Services and a disaster action team.
Edward Tefft-
a Master's student in mechanical engineering at Tennessee Tech University, doing research in the fields of energy harvesting and smart materials.
Matt Schilling-
a veteran of the United States Navy, having served has a nuclear machinist mate and as a radiological controls technician during his 8 1/2 years of service. He is also an alumni of Pellissippi State Community College, and currently enrolled in the Mechanical Engineering program at Tennessee Tech. 
Please give your award judges a warm welcome. (Applause)
Patrick:
Your referees for the Robot performances are:

Isaac Chandler
 Mechanical Engineer, Tennessee Valley Authority

Jessica Matson 
Professor, Department of Industrial & Systems Engineering, Tennessee Tech University

Mike Renfro 
R & D Engineer, Center for Manufacturing Research, Tennessee Tech University.

Michael Wells
 Assistant Professor, Basic Engineering Program, Tennessee Tech University

 Dale A. Wilson 
Professor, Department of Mechanical Engineering, Tennessee Tech University

Steve Anton
assistant professor in Mechanical Engineering at TTU
Tristan Hill
a FIRST ROBOTICS coach from New Mexico, now living in Cookeville, Tennessee.
Tiffany Anton
a lecturer in Basic Engineering at TTU
Let’s show our appreciation by giving our judges, referees, and all FLL volunteers some well-deserved applause. (Applause)

Patrick:  
In a few moments, the opening ceremony will end.  The teams that are scheduled to begin the robot game or a judging session should get up now and begin moving to your assigned locations.


Hey! What about our coaches and mentors….. lets give them some applause.

And last but certainly not least let’s show are parents how much we appreciate their support.

Patrick: 
OKAY, are you ready?  (pause for answer)    I said are you ready?

DJ:

After kids yell (Yeah!!!) play Let’s get ready to rumble
First four teams move to the Gold tables. Next four teams are on deck 
Note to Emcee:  We want to start each mission attempt on schedule
9:45 AM
When the music dies down and the teams are in position, Emcee asks each team their name and where they are from.  We are keeping our schedule time to 5 minutes per round attempt during the 1st and 2nd rounds.
DJ:  Play the provided music and PP presentation during the morning and lunch breaks.  During the afternoon while waiting for the judges to finish deliberations, use the videos provided to entertain and engage the audience.

EMCEE:  Ideas for Afternoon filler while waiting for award ceremony.  Mix these up to vamp for time.

1.  If teams have a cheer, let them perform it from the stands ONE AT A TIME.
2.  Invite teams to come to the floor and dance to the YMCA, Macarena, and Hokie Pokie videos.

3.  Play FIRST videos.
