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Some numbers

 3000

 200

 400
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Some numbers with units

 $3000

 $200 

 $400 
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Some numbers with units and purpose

 $3000 per day   $2,000,000 for a House race

 $200 per hour  $10,000,000 for a Senate race

 $400 per minute  $800,000,000 for the presidency
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So what does this mean for us?

 People in power want to stay in power

 Money is always on their minds

 Ethical scandals, especially those involving 
lobbyists, have led to changes in rules that limit 
contact, travel, even food

 Politics seem to matter more than policy
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So what do we do?

 Homework first

 Note that 
universities are 
exempt from 
many lobbying 
restrictions
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And the rest…. is all about messaging

 How is this relevant to the member or committee?

 How sophisticated is your audience?

 What is your ‘ask’?
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…. and relationships

 Work with members from your home district and 
state

 Then identify members/committees with appropriate 
jurisdictions

 Coming to DC is good…

 …. But having them come to you is better

 Universities and labs on home turf are great for 
political PR
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Expert Panel

Chaired by retired Livermore 
Director Mike May

Released February 2008
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Public briefings

 AAAS Annual Meeting in Boston in February 2008
 Included separate press conference

 APS Annual Meeting in St. Louis in April 2008
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Op/ed in Washington 
Post on 25 March 
2008, penned by panel 
member Jay Davis
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Editorial in USA 
Today on 8 April 2008
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More Briefings

 Briefed to Depts. of State, Energy, Homeland Security plus 
National Nuclear Security Administration, Homeland 
Security Council, National Security Council, Vice 
President’s Office, Office of Management and Budget, 
STRATCOM, UK Atomic Weapons Establishment

 Also briefed Congress: Rep. Bill Foster, plus staff of 
SASC, HASC, Sen. Reid, et al

 Over 700 downloads from AAAS website; more from APS 
website
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Bottom line….

 It can be done!


