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XAL Setup Overview
The real “readme” file is in XAL package top level, 

‘XAL Setup HOWTO.htm’
Get Java JDK (1.5 is recommended)
Get Apache ANT
2 ways to work with XAL

Within an IDE
Without IDE 

(optional) Get EPICS base and Java Channel 
Access (JCA)

(optional) Get Jython
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Use XAL without IDE

Environment variables needed:
JAVA_HOME
XAL_HOME – everything is relative to this path
ANT_HOME (for older version)
PCAS_HOME for virtual accelerator application
All necessary EPICS related ones for channel 
access
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XAL Installation

> cd $XAL_HOME
(optional) > ant clean-all
> ant jar-ext
> ant
> ant build-services
> ant build-apps
(optional) > ant help 
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JCA flavor Setup for XAL

This setup is for both with and without IDE
Default is to use JCA/CAJ

To change the default to JCA/JNI, edit the file 
~/.java/.userPrefs/gov/sns/jca/prefs.xml

Set EPICS parameters properly in 
~/.JCALibrary/JCALibrary.properties
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Run XAL Applications

> java –jar 
$XAL_HOME/build/jar/apps/yourApp.jar
Set up default ‘accelerator’

If it never set before, a pop-up window will show 
up when trying to load the default accelerator.
> java –jar 
$XAL_HOME/build/jar/apps/opticsswitcher.jar
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XAL Within Eclipse IDE

Please refer to the video clip, eclipseIDE.avi.
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Eclipse 1-2-3

5-minute how-to demo.
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